Efficacy of desmopressin as surgical prophylaxis in patients with acquired von Willebrand disease undergoing thyroid surgery.
Coagulation abnormalities may occur in patients with thyroid diseases. We report on 14 patients undergoing thyroid surgery for a thyroid disease with an alteration of coagulation parameters resembling von Willebrand disease. Subcutaneous desmopressin was first tested and then used successfully in these patients as surgical prophylaxis, with no side-effects or bleeding complications during or after surgery. This study highlights the need for coagulation studies in patients with thyroid diseases undergoing thyroid surgery. Subcutaneous desmopressin may be used in these patients in order to prevent a surgically related bleeding risk.